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The RRCA 2024/2025 season combines cherished performances 
with fresh and innovative takes on musical genres and classic stories, 
offering a rich array of experiences. Enjoy two full-length ballets, 
laugh-out-loud comedy, mind-blowing magic, and a diverse range of 
music, from the warmth of bluegrass to distinctive jazz explorations, 
plus a holiday treat of irresistible big band sounds.

Marking its 20th anniversary, The Nutcracker is sure to enchant your 
holiday season. And the magic doesn’t end there. The River Raisin 
Ballet is also presenting a spring production of The Wizard of Oz. 
Come along with Dorothy and her friends on their adventure down 
the Yellow Brick Road!

Jazz anchors this year’s season with some local connections, ranging 
from Detroit clarinetist Dave Bennett to the always fired-up Monroe 
Big Band plus a musical homecoming for pianist Jacobs Sachs who 
celebrates his hometown roots with special guests.

Listening to bluegrass always brings a refreshing joy, and the Jacob 
Jolliff Band delivers just that. The 24/25 Season also offers a nostalgic 
journey with tribute concerts honoring the beloved Gordon Lightfoot 
and Karen Carpenter. To add a touch of magic and humor, we’re excit-
ed to feature magician David Anthony and comedian Andy Beningo, 
rounding out our season with unforgettable entertainment.

But that’s not all! Be sure to check our website regularly for additional 
programs, including the SMCC spring musical, the Monroe School 
for Performing Arts, the River Raisin Americana Celebration, and the 
River Raisin Dance Academy’s spring performance.

Dear patrons,

It’s time to take your seats and experience performance reimagined. 

Scott Boberg
Executive Director



9/8 GORDON LIGHTFOOT TRIBUTE
9/21 JACOB JOLLIFF BLUEGRASS

SEPTEMBER 2024

11/9 CARPENTERS TRIBUTE: CLOSE TO YOU

11/11 VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION
11/24 SUGAR PLUM TEA PARTY

NOVEMBER 2024

12/6 - 12/8 NUTCRACKER BALLET
12/10 SMCC CHRISTMAS CONCERT
12/14 JACOB SACKS: HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
12/21 MONROE BIG BAND HOLIDAY CONCERT

DECEMBER 2024

2/2 DAVE BENNETT
2/8 DAVID ANTHONY
2/28 SMCC MUSICAL

FEBRUARY 2025

3/1 - 3/2 SMCC MUSICAL
3/14 - 3/16 WIZARD OF OZ BALLET

MARCH 2025

4/12 ANDY BENINGO
4/5 - 4/6 MSoPA SPRING PERFORMANCE

4/26 RIVER RAISIN AMERICANA CELEBRATION

APRIL 2025

5/17 RIVER RAISIN DANCE ACADEMY SPRING PERFORMANCE

MAY 2025

2 4 / 2 5  S E A S O N

For more information 
about the 24/25 

season, please scan 
the QR CODE

11/16 - 11/17 MSoPA FALL PERFORMANCE



MAKE THE THEATER YOU LOVE YOURlegacy
The theater isn’t just a place to witness performances, 
it’s a place where stories come alive, emotions are 

shared and dreams are realized. 

As a donor, you are more than a benefactor; you are 
a visionary champion whose generosity breathes life 
into the arts. Your support ensures that the theater 
remains vibrant and that the arts continue to inspire. 

Will you help us keep the legacy of the River Raisin 
Centre for the Arts strong for future generations?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT.



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

AAC Proprty Restoration

B & L Office Machines Inc.

Commuity Foundation of Monroe

Corey Welch Real Estate Team

Creative Promotions

Durocher’s 

Floral City Beverage

Frenchtown Roasters

Friendly Ford Lincoln

Hassett Title Company

IHM Senior Living Community

James M. Jacobs Architects

Knabusch Insurance Services, Inc. 

LA-Z-BOY Incorporated 

Mall of Monroe

Monroe County Museum

Monroe Plumbing & Heating

REJ Accounting & Tax Services

Rupp Funeral Home

Sauer Furniture & Antiques

Senator Joe & Peggy Bellino

Sewer & Water Specialist, Inc.

Thrift Store Association of Monroe

Cakes by Stephanie

Do-Go Moving & Storage

Jetscreen Printing

Lamour Printing Company

Monroe County Radio

MPACT | Rewind WERW 94.3

Pirates Cove Storage

Public House 

River Raisin National Battlefield Foundation

River Raisin Security & Technologies

Sawyer Homestead

Sheila Bussell Realtor

State Chemical Solutions

Townplace Suites

Mark Baker & Patricia Blazoff-Baker

Hal E. Eighmey

Dan & Dottie Gilbert

Robert Leski

Catherine Miller

Mary Miller

Edward & Susan Stehulak

Alex Syrnichenko

Benevity Causes

Choice Ticketing Customer Donations

DTE Foundation

Great Start Collaborative

Edward M. & Henrietta M. Knabusch Trust

Kroger Community Rewards

B.D. & Jane McIntyre Foundation

Monroe County Business Alliance
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SCOTT BOBERG 
Executive Director
boberg@riverraisincentre.org

AMBER WISNIEWSKI
Director of Marketing
wisniewski@riverraisincentre.org

STACEY BELLINO
Facilities Manager
bellino@riverraisincentre.org

EDUCATION PROGRAMS

MELISSA MOORE
Dance Academy Director
moore@riverraisincentre.org

LISA LEWANDOWSKI
Director of Theater Education
lewandowski@riverraisincentre.org

RESIDENT COMPANIES

GAIL CHOATE-PETTIT
River Raisin Ballet 
Company Director

MELISSA MOORE
River Raisin Ballet 
Company Director
moore@riverraisincentre.org

RRCA STAFF

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

KRISTY LINSTER
President

SEAN JORGENSON
Vice President

LYNN FEDEWA
Secretary/Treasurer

Members at Large
AMITA AMIN

CALLEY DUFFEY

TOM HINES

CHERYL LOHMEYER

CARLA MILLER

TRACY OBERLEITER

SUE VANISACKER

MIKE TRAPP
Lighting Director

DEREK ARNOLD
Tech Director

DAN REDFORD
Tech Director



G E T  I N V O L V E D

JOIN OUR VOLUNTEER GUILD

Would you like to be a part of making the magic happen at the River Raisin 
Centre for the Arts? You can, by becoming a volunteer! There are many 
wonderful ways to help at the RRCA.

WORKING FRONT-OF-HOUSE: Front-of-house volunteers help to ensure that 
our patrons have a great experience from the moment they come through our 
door. Volunteer options include: checking tickets, showing people to their seats, 
concessions, working the 50/50 raffle and more.

BUILDING CLEAN-UP: Did you know that the RRCA has three buildings? We 
have our beautiful theater, Cass St. Dance Studio, and the Studios located at 11 
Washington St. We need help maintaining these incredible facilities that we are 
so fortunate to have. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT VOLUNTEERING, 
PLEASE CONTACT

STACEY BELLINO
Facilities Manager

bellino@riverraisincentre.org



SEPTEMBER 8, 2024  |  2:00pm

RIVER RAISIN CENTRE FOR THE ARTS

JACOB
JOLLIFF

BAND
SEPTEMBER 21
9:00pm

(734)  242-RRCA  |   r iverrais incentre .org
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R Dear Friends and Music Enthusiasts, 

Welcome to this Bluegrass performance by mandolinist 
Jacob Jolliff and his incredible band. If you haven’t heard 
his recent 2024 album, Instrumentals, Vol. 2: Mandolin 
Mysteries, I highly encourage you to give it a listen. As a 
native Angeleno, I appreciated my hometown namecheck 
in Los Angeles County Breakdown, which is wonderfully 
intricate with superb playing. The Devil Hath Power to 
Assume a Pleasing Shape starts off with a lurching off-kilter 
opening and then draws you along to some unexpected 
musical places.The Perils of Macramé instantly became 
one of my favorite song titles, and The Art Heist Suite 
does some crafty storytelling of its own over the course of 
three tracks. This is music to savor and explore, so check 
it out if you haven’t already!

Whether you are a life-long fan of bluegrass or just now 
discovering this beautiful genre, be sure to mark your 
calendar for the River Raisin Americana Celebration, 
which will take place on April 26 right here in the theater 
at the River Raisin Centre for the Arts. Our collaborative 
partners Ashleigh Glass-Cooper and Cody Cooper will 
be putting out a call for musical artists soon, so look for 
the River Raisin Americana Celebration on Facebook or 
visit riverraisinamericana.com. Who knows, you might 
just be playing the RRCA main stage on April 26 or in 
years to come! 

For tonight, however, sit back and let Jolliff and his band 
take you on a magical musical ride!

Scott Boberg
Executive Director



J AC O B  J O L L I F F  B A N D

Jacob Jolliff ’s musical journey began at just seven years old when 
his father handed him a mandolin. Little did they know, this small 
beginning was the spark for something extraordinary. His early 
immersion in bluegrass gospel with his father’s band saw him traverse 
the northwest, performing at festivals and churches, and rubbing elbows 
with legends like Ronnie McCoury and Chris Thile. This whirlwind of 
early exposure to great musicians inspired him to push boundaries and 
pursue his craft with relentless enthusiasm.

At 18, Jacob’s talent earned him a coveted scholarship to The Berklee 
College of Music, where he honed his skills under the mentorship of 
mandolin maestro John McGann. His college years were a blend of 
intense practice and thrilling performances, including a notable stint 
with Joy Kills Sorrow, a band that took him across North America 
and Europe. By 2012, Jacob’s prowess was crowned with a National 
Mandolin Championship win. The following years saw him embark 
on a new adventure with the Yonder Mountain String Band, where his 
musical synergy and personal connection with the group propelled 
him into the spotlight. Now leading The Jacob Jolliff Band, Jacob 
continues to mesmerize audiences with his original compositions and 
dynamic performances, both in the U.S. and abroad. In 2022, he joined 
Béla Fleck’s My Bluegrass Heart, sharing stages with some of the genre’s 
finest talents, marking yet another exhilarating chapter in his ever-
evolving musical odyssey.

THE





DATE CORRECTION

NOVEMBER 11
7:00pm

We apologize that our season mailer and 

brochure has the incorrect date for the 

VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION. 

The correct date is:





APRIL 26, 2025
6:30pm

LOVE BLUEGRASS?

Then you will love the RIVER RAISIN 

AMERICANA CELEBRATION in 

partnership with the River Raisin Centre 

for the Arts, bringing you a variety of 

bands and performers that span the genres 

of folk, bluegrass, country and blues. Mark 

your calendars and watch our social media 

for more exciting information!



U P  N E X T !

S C A N  T H E  Q R  C O D E  T O 
P U R C H A S E  T I C K E T S

(734)  242-RRCA  |   r iverrais incentre .org

CARPENTERS TRIBUTE
CLOSE TO YOU



222 S Monroe St, Monroe, MI  
durochersonline.com 
734-241-7626 

OF THE  

River Raisin  
Centre for the Arts

Proud Sponsor



SHEILA BUSSELL

(734) 755-6450 | shesellsmonroe@gmail.com

REALTOR
734-652-7103

frenchtownroasters.com 

FARM SHOP HOURS: T & TH 10 -1  & W 1-5

All the world’s a stage. 
w i l l i a m  s H a k e s p e a r E



When people like you give to the Community Foundation 

in Monroe County, Michigan, you are making a difference 

by meeting the current and future needs of our local 

community. The Community Foundation offers you 

all the tax advantages of charitable giving, the long-

term benefits of endowment funding, and the ability to 

establish a legacy fund in the name of your family or a 

loved one.







MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS 
INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL

(734) 241-44277   |   monroeplumbing.com

• Plumbing
• Power & Process Piping
• Fabrication
• Heating
• Ventilating
• Air Conditioning
• Refrigeration
• Boiler Repairs
• Certified Welding Services
• 24 Hour emergency service





(734) 242-6284
15300 S. Dixie (M-125)

Monroe, MI 48161

www.saue r fu rn i sh ings . com

MONDAY - FRIDAY
10:00 - 6:00
SATURDAY
10:00 - 5:00

(or by appointment)



WHY BUY OR SELL WITH WELCH REAL ESTATE?

• Professional Pictures, Videography & marketing on listings;

• Experienced Negotiation skills and market expertise;

• Outstanding communication skills

• Exceptional customer service.

cCALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

(734) 347-2242

MORGAN.WELCH@EXPREALTY.COM  |  MORGANWELCH.EXPREALTY.COM  |  1255 S.  TELEGRAPH RD.  MONROE,  MI  



NORTH SOUTH
1177 S. Telegraph 15441 S. Telegraph

(734) 241-3088  |  monroestorage@gmail.com



Public House Food & Drink is inspired by classic taverns that serve the 

community with products from the community. Public House is a rustic 

modern space dedicated to cooking Michigan products from scratch. We 

created uncomplicated rustic dishes from using fresh local ingredients.

138 N. MONROE ST. MONROE, MI 48162   |   (734) 242-3010   |   publichousemonroe.om

(734) 240-CAKE
207 N. Monroe St

www.cakesbys tephan iem i . com

• Pies
• Cookies
• Cakes
• Cupcakes
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JOE & PEGGY 

B E L L I N O

S E N A T O R

supporters of the 
arts since

1 9 7 6



(734) 384-3117
WED. - SAT. 10:00am - 4:00pm

PARTY RENTALS  |  EVENTS    |  MEMBERSHIPS

Monroe County Museum
126 South Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48161

monroecountymuseum.com // 734.240.7780

Open Daily
10 am to 5 pm

riverraisincentre.org







Floral City Beverage is proud to sponsor the River 

Raisin Centre for the Arts, and supporting the 

vibrant performing arts scene in Monroe County. 

Our commitment to enriching the community 

aligns seamlessly with the Centre’s mission to 

foster creativity and cultural expression. Together, 

we celebrate the talent and passion that make our 

local arts scene truly exceptional.
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